A Method of Gaining 


the Whole Chriſtian 


World to be Converts to the Chuirch of 


England, by ſatisfying one Doubt. 
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Catholics : and directed to the Requeſter. 
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For my own part I amto tell you, that I am a Catholic, 
in Communion with the See of Rome, and that I have 
Seudicd the Scriptures, and Fathers; and cxamin'd the 
Prattice of the Primitive Church fo far, that I am 
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Id you make good what you 
"pn Tels for ane to hr $'d my {elf from that Au- 
-rhority, and ſubmit to that of the Church of England ; 
becauſe, iwere"it Fallible, as you ſay, yet would it be 
ſtil; as to this point , upon equal terms with Yours, 
which.you own to be Fall;ble too : And of Two Fallible 
Authorities, what reaſon have I to forſake the One, to 
follow the Other £ Nay, were the Church of Rome as 
Fallible as ypu would have her, that is, as Your own; 
Church j.# land ; yet ſhould I ſtill think my ſelf m 
Reaſon hgh to ft it to the Former; becauſe, tho” 
ſuppos'd to be Fallible, 'ris yet a much Greater .tuthority 
than the Other ; whilſt the Church of England, having 
but the Authority of One Nation, the Church of Rome 
has an Authority more Univerſal, and of many Nati- 
63s, and of many Ages too. And certainly, when Two 
' Authorities are propos'd that are Fallible, | think, as [ 
am a rational Creature, I am oblig'd to accept ot the 
Greater. This Tam bound to inall other Caſes, and 
why not in this? Eſpecially , when there's nothing of 
Learning, Piety, or Sincerity wanting in the Greater, 
which ſhould make the Leſſer preferable. And there- 
fore in this caſe, when all Aſemslies of m—_ are ſuppo- 
{ed to be ſubject toError,and yet my Submulion is exacted 
to the Determinations of ſome of them ; why ſhould I 
chooſe to follow the deciſion of Six and Twenty, rather 
than of Three, Four, Five, or Six Hundred? And yer 
this you would have me do ; it you perſuade me rather to 
hear the Church of England than the Chegrch of Rome. 
You know, when Difhculties are propos'd to a Commcr!, 
the Members whereof are equally ee; Wiſe, and 
Prud-nt tismolt juſtifiable and fate,in caſeofdiſagreement, 
to follow the Majority of Votes: and if there ſhould be 
Three or Four Hundred on the one ſide, and only Six and 
Twensy on the other ; it could not be excuſed from a raſh 
and inconfiderate Act, to leave the Greater Authority, 
and ſubmitto the Leſs. Upon what Motivesthen, when 
the Concern is about Authority, can you perſuade me to 
prefer the Leſſer? Iam for going upon the ſureſt Grounds, 
and cannot tell how to chooſe that inthe affair of my Soul, 
_ ih any Temporal concern I ſhould condemn as im- 
rudent. 
E If you urge againſt the Authority of the Churchof 
Rome, (as you have done in your 2.ceries) thar ſhe has 
confirm'd Definitions and Decrees plainly contradittory 
to one another ; I confeſs this would ſuficiently letien her 
Authority, could it be prov'd, which I have never ſeen 
done hitherto. And yet, were it made our evidently 
and clearly , I don't think this would be any reaſon 
for any conſidering man toſubmit to the Authority ot the 
Church of England, rather than. to Her ; becauſe the 
. Authority of the-Church of Panos has much greater 
Failings to diminiſh Her than 'l his. For here 1 detire 
you to conhder:- whar is the Authority of the Church of 
England #*Fis nothing but the Authority of this One 
Nation, as it appears. 11 lier Repreſentatrves aſſembled 
together, both Eccleliaitical and Civil, under their Head 
and - Supreme. Governor. All the Authority it has is 
comprehended in This ; and if I am requir'd to ſubmit to 
or rely on Her Autherity,'tis to ſubmit ro what isthus de- 
termin'd by Public Corſet, and eſtabliſh'd in ſuch an 
</ſermbly. Nowl here demand, whether thrs Authority 
has nut much more to diſcourage me from relying ont, 
in matters of Relzzion, than ail that is objected againit 
the Authority of the Church of Reme? bor what is all 
you urge to diminiſh the Y4t/ority of the Church ot 
Rome, aud difitiade me from relying on it? * [is Her con- 
trming Dctinitions'cont: adlictory to one another, as you 
pretend, but. without evident proot. And whar is this 
to What appears in d:8{avor of the ,utrority of the 
Church of 4ngi/and, which has not only contrm'd cox- 
a8: tory Doctrines, but evea alter'd the whole Frame 
ot Relig;on ſeveral times, ſer up and puil'd down ; de- 
clar'd © Rekigian tobe 0zrhodox, and eitabli{h'd it accor- 
ding to Law ; then dceclai'd the ſameto be 70: Orthodox, 
bit ro be perſccured according to Law, and this by pub- 
lic Coundil, of the ſame Perſous, who had ſo lately eſta- 
biijb'd it: xhen again declar'd at tobe Orthodox a ſecond 
vine, and -what -was jutt before fer. up by the public 
Corncil of the Nation, as the only True Religion, waznow 
by the ſame Council made Cr/3upal, and Death allotted 
for thoig that ſhould embrace-it. So that Dr. South, in 
a Sermon preach'd at Lince/ns-In, o>fcrves upon this 
Subject, (p. $3-) That in the ſpace of twelve years, there 
were four Changes about Religion made in England, and 
;hat by the PUBLIC COUNCIL and AUTHORITY of 
the Realm, which were move (fays he) than were maae 
by any Chriſtuan State throughout the World in Fifteen 
Aa A | years before: And then, with ſome ſenſe. © 
this Frailty;.bþe adds by way: of. complaint, That hence 
it is the Enemies of God take occaſion io blaſpheme, and 


pretend, yet this would | 
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call eur Religion STATISM © and mow adding to the 


former my many Changes that have happened fence, 1 
am aſraid (ays he) we ſhall never be able to claw off 
that Name. $9 that as far as I ſee; even Your own Men 
acknowledge far greater Failings m the Authority upon 
which Tour Church ſtands eſtabliſh'd, than even what you 
offer at to prove againſt That of the Church of Rome : 
whil'tt It has made more conrradifory Decrees in matters 
of Religion in Twelve Years, than ever was done by any 
other Chriſtian State in Fifteen hundred, Whar reaſon 
thencanT have to diſtruſt the Authority of the Church 
of Rome, and rely upon that of the Church of England ? 
It you would not have me ſubmit my Fuagment of Diſcre- 
7:01 to the public Conſent and Authority of the Church of 
Rome, becaute you pretend That Authority has confirm'd 
contrary Definitions : how ſhall Iſubmit to the Authority 

n which the Church of England ftands ; when I fee 
this Authority, not by the Pretences of Adverſaries, but 
by the ConcetHion of Her own Members, and u 
a - _ agua pr — Religions 1 

ic Conſent, and the ſame ful Authority, conſenting 
© and approving thoſe different Religions: which 
would have menowſubmit to, and rely on, in behall of 
the Do#rin and Pratices of Your Church. But what 
truſting, in matters of Religion, to ſuch an Authority, 
which is ſo contradiFory to it ſelf? I tell you truly, I 
ſhould not take up the Religion of which I am now a 
Member, upon ths Autheriry 3 how then can I rey up- 
on it tor the Truth of Tours | 

In this nature I apprehend Afﬀairs to ſtand relating to 

Religion. The only concern being about the True Senſe 
and Interpretation of Scripture. And this you mult 
plain to, if you would gain me and the whole Chriſti 
World Conyerts. I find you take great pains in railing 
Difficulties againſt the Rel7gion of your Neighbors ; this 
is the Subject of your Qwcrzes, this I ſeedone in many o- 


ther Tracts that come abroad , in which with much = 


Bitterneſs and Virulency their Pre/ates are Revi}'d, their 
Dofrins Ridicul'd, the Frailries of paſt Ages are riptup 


- 


and all kind of Indignities b::t upon the preſent Profeſ- _” ow! 


ſors, with no more Signs of Charity, than if *Chriſtians 
were Fews or Twnrks to each other ; this I ſee and not 
without ſome reſentment, for the {candal it reflects upon 
our Common Chriſtianity : But all this you do, is no- 
thing bur Raifing of Duſt, 'tis all Pulling down, but no 
Building up. It you are certain, that Carhulics and all 


- other Diſſenters trom you are in the Wrong, pray beſo 


Charitable to us, to ſhew us the Right. Burt doit like 
Mcn and Chriſtians ; convince us by clear and evident 
Reaſon ; without Flirting , Feering or Reviling, And 
this you may do in ſhorr, whilſt we deſire to be ſatisfied 
in One Point only, viz. How we jhall be aſſured of the 
True Senſe and Meaning of the Holy Scriptures. This 
Point alone when clearly proy'dand explicated, will pur 
anend to Controverſie, with all Good and well-meaning 
Chriſtians. Let us theretore know, whether in under- 
ſtanding the Scriptures, we are wholly to rely, under 
God, upon our own Private. Judgment of Diſcretion. 
Or if we are to ſuppoſe a Competent Inſtru#:on from ſome 
Teachers ; and in underitanding Obſcure Texts of Scrip- 
ture, and rhe more difficult Points - Religion, to rely 
upon Grurdes ; ſhew us who theſe 7-achers and Guides 
mutt be ? Why Thoſe of the Ch:rch of England as E- 
{tabli{h'd by Law, above all others ? Or laſtly, if we 
are to ſubmit ro what is determin'd by Public Conſent, 
and Eitablſh'd by the Authority of a Church; let us 
know why rh2s Church, mult-be that which is at preſent 
Eitabliſh'd by Law; more than That which was Eftab- 
lifh*d formerly, by the ſame Authority, or any other. 
Satishe us but in this, by clear and Evident Proofs, and 
you gain us all. You cannor but think , that amongſt 
all torts of Diſſenters, there are many ſerious, and 
meaning Perſons, who have a true defire of faving their 
Souls; ſuch who endeavcr to follow the Truth of the 
Scriptures, and would not depart from what they under- 
{tand to be there detiver'd, upon» no Worldly account 
whatſoever :- And if they are in an- Error, *tis becauſe 
they »2iſtake the Senſe of that Sacred Rule. What there- 
tore can you do better than to give Direction in order to 
the rectitying theſe Miſtakes, and aſſign them a Method, 
by which they ſhall certainly find the Truth of all the 
Myſteries of Chriſtianity there deliver'd, and tanghe ? 
This is but Ore ſingle Point to be reſoly'd, which if done 
Plainly, Briefly, and Satisfactorily ; will certainly maze 
contribute to t bealing the. Divihons of Chriſt 

and uniting us in one Belief, than all the Two-h 
Queries you have propos'd in your _ 
+a as you will bgny oblige all ſincere and 
Well meaning Perſons, fo moſt Particularly, 


Sir, Yours, &c. 
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